
 

 

    

THE JOHN INNES SOCIETY 

 

FOR CONSERVATION IN THE JOHN INNES ESTATE AT MERTON 

                                                Registered Charity No. 803759 

 

TRUSTEES FOR 2020/2021 
continued in post from  previous year 

 Officers:     Committee members: 
Co-Chair      Alison Cousins Catherine Bottrill   Ann Redfearn 
Co-Chair      Desé Child            Hubert Child                                Katherine Welch  
Vice-Chair      Ingrid Holtz              Helene Nelson-Jones       
Hon. Secretary      Tim Fripp      
Hon. Treasurer          Vicky Kelly                                         
    
Hon. Auditor: Mr. F. Rayner 
 

The 50th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  will  be held on  
Wednesday 28th April 2021 by Zoom and Phone.    The meeting will follow the postponed 

49th AGM (for 2020) which starts at 8pm.  
To attend, please email mail@johninnessociety.org.uk or phone 020 8540 3087 to 

request a Zoom Link or a phone-in number.   
 

AGENDA 

1.  Apologies for absence 
 
2.   To approve the minutes of the meeting just held postponed from April 2020  
 
3.   To receive the Annual Reports for 2020 
  
4. To receive the Accounts for 2020 and the Auditor’s Report and confirm the appointment of the Auditor 

for 2021 
 

5. Motions: 
           (a) Involving a change in the Constitution and Rules of the Society: .  

      (b) Other motions not involving a change of the Constitution and Rules. (Any motion in this category should 
be in the hands of the Hon. Secretary not less than 7 days before the meeting.) 

 
6  To elect the Officers (Officers are elected for one year). 
 
7. To elect the remaining Members of the Committee  
 (Under the existing Constitution members serve for one year and are eligible to be nominated for re-

election.  Under rule 8 the permissible number of Committee members, other than the officers, is 12. 
Nominations are therefore sought for all 12 positions.) 

 
     8. Any other business  - 
 

Following the meeting, there will be a presentation to introduce the Society’s 
50th Birthday Exhibition planned for Saturday and Sunday, 11th and 12th 
September 2021.  
 
Notes: 
Every member whose subscription is paid up to date at the time of the AGM shall be entitled to vote on each motion – Rule 3. 
 
Nominees proposed as officers or members of the Committee must be over 18 years old and must be fully paid up members of 
the Society.  It is not necessary for the proposer or seconder or their nominee to be present at the meeting at which the election 
takes place.  Nominations must reach the Hon. Secretary not later than  14th April 2021 – Rules 7 and 8. 
 

                                           Tim Fripp, Hon. Secretary, 16 Melrose Road, Merton Park  SW19 3HG 

 
 
Data Protection All personal information supplied to the Society by members will be used solely for communications with them concerning the 
Society's Governance, Membership, Events and matters concerning the Society.  It will not be shared with any other organisation except where 
there is a Statutory obligation to do so.   

mailto:mail@johninnessociety.org.uk


 

 
 

The John Innes Society 
Annual Report for January – December 2020 

Registered Charity 803759 based in Merton Park, London SW19  
Website www.johninnessociety.org.uk 

 
 
Our objectives for the year were well planned but were stymied with the arrival of lockdown in 
March as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  However, our loyal and local membership helped 
us overcome many of the challenges. We had to postpone our April AGM and decided against 
a “virtual” meeting in the hope of one later in the year. Committee meetings were impossible in 
our Coach House as the building could not be made Covid-19 safe. We resorted to Zoom. 
Where relevant, some key documents were updated to include Covid-19 implications.  
 
Membership 
This stood at 704 in 407 households. There have been a few additions and deletions but 
numbers are exactly the same as 2019. We lost a corporate member following the closure of 
their business. The fee was increased at the start of the year but does not seem to have 
affected renewals.  
 
Financial Situation 
Subscription fees continue to be our largest source of funds, and we are grateful to members 
who signed Gift Aid declarations allowing us to further boost our income with HMRC support.  
In addition to the facility to pay subscriptions direct to the Society’s bank account, the ability to 
use PayPal or credit card was added at the end of 2019. With our charitable status a discount 
applies. So far, direct payments to the bank account are made by 35% of members, 25% use 
PayPal/credit card, 37% send a cheque and 3% send cash. The John Innes Centre in Norwich 
is another regular donor, and this year gave us £500, which is much appreciated.  
Our chief running costs are for the Coach House and insurance. In recognition of the 
pandemic, our insurer extended our policy by a further three months in 2020 at no charge. 
The Society holds reserves which have built up gradually over the decades. These mainly form 
a contingency fund in the event of a need to make formal legal response to local planning 
proposals, and also for any significant repairs needed to the Coach House in Melrose Road.  
 
Newsletter 
This flourished under our new editor and included more illustrative material, and more frequent 
sections in colour.  By emphasising this we tried to encourage a greater take-up of the 
newsletter by e-mail, thus saving printing costs. A greater variety of contributions has been 
achieved, including a very moving pandemic - inspired poem, from a schoolboy. 
 
Web Page & E-Mail Alerts 
These were merged under the aegis of the same person and the result was better cohesion. E-
mail communications became even more vital when urgent responses were needed or late 
announcements missed our bi-monthly newsletter. Content and navigation were much 
improved on the website and usage figures are very encouraging.  
 
Fundraising and Social Events 
Our two main fundraising events, the Spring Plant sale and the Autumn Plant and Produce 
sale went ahead due to some inspired lateral thinking by the organisers and brought in around 
£2,800 of donations. The Spring sale became the Walking Alternative Plant sale with stalls 
set out around the area in front gardens to provide well-distanced locations and an opportunity 
to combine the required daily exercise. Local nurseries were closed so we were well able to 
meet demand. Positive feedback from stallholders and visitors was tremendous. The Autumn 
event was restricted to one road around our HQ. We are so fortunate that householders are 
more than happy to support us.  
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We were unable to hold our annual quiz, Music in the Park, or regular bridge group meetings 
and instead of an Open Gardens event we published members’ garden photos in the 
newsletter. One talk was held early in the year – given by a volunteer from the local 
Wimbledon Guild Community garden. We started to plan for an exhibition late in 2021 to mark 
our 50th anniversary.  
 
Planning 
The weekly lists of planning applications were monitored, and the Society submitted objections 
to those proposals likely to damage the character of the area by overdevelopment, such as  8 
flats on the site of the former Doctors’ Surgery at 2 Church Lane, or involved removal of 
protected features, such as holly hedges in Mostyn Road and Melrose Road. Much of the 
year’s work involved studying and responding to a plethora of consultation documents both 
from central Government and Merton. We endeavoured to alert members to these 
consultations in the Newsletters but very often the 6 week period for responses fell awkwardly 
with our publication dates and we had to add Stop Press notices.    The importance  of these 
consultations cannot be over emphasised as the Policy documents they lead into, contain the 
criteria against which planning decisions are made. We are particularly concerned at how 
many trees are being lost throughout the area of benefit.   
As to The Development of the Year, not surprisingly, it’s garden “work from home cabins”. 
 
Area Embellishment 
The Coach House window lighting and signage were upgraded and themed window displays 
changed throughout the year. A new pull-up banner was purchased using a design previously 
depicted on our tea-towel.  
Some of the signs in the John Innes Park were identified as needing urgent restoration and 
our Friends’ Group leader took on this task to investigate a supplier for these. She also 
undertook litter-picking following several evening raves in the park in mid-summer. Sadly, 
lockdown and increased footfall has led to much wear and tear in the park and repair to this by 
the Friends could not be undertaken due to insurance issues. 
The input of Community Payback teams in Kendor Gardens increased and there was 
agreement with the Council’s parks contractor for an increase in the areas they and the 
Friends’ Group could maintain. Extensive bulb planting, partly funded by the Society, in these 
new areas is an example. A new plaque was also installed to replace the tribute to a local 
police officer and now has sympathetic planting around it.  
Following an exceptionally hot Spring we put out urgent requests for new street trees to be 
watered regularly and checked and gave a donation to our local Tree Wardens.    
 
Heritage 
With no Heritage Forum there is now no vehicle by which to record requests to the Council for 
urgent work e.g. on the bandstand roof in the John Innes Park.  We took part in the annual 
Discovery Day for Merton Heritage by having a small stall on the forecourt of our HQ and  
contributed to the update of the Council’s Heritage Strategy.  
  
Appreciation 
As ever, we extend our thanks to all our volunteers working in the parks, on the newsletter 
distribution, auditing our accounts, and helping at various events.   




	Three pages
	JIS Accounts 31.12.20[1204]

